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Ill or Enbrant Men, againſt thoſe Pious and highly Uſeful 
Perſons, who, out of a Love to God and their Neighbour, give 
Informations to Magiſtrates of the Breaches of the Laws 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Immorality, for the effefing 
a National Reformation. = COT 
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| jections that are made by bad 
Men to Chriſtian, legal, and neceſſary Methods 
of Suppreſſing them, fliould ſcarcely deſerve to 
be publickly anſwered ; but, I doubt, our Cor- 
ruption js ſo great, as makes the doing of this 
neither improper or unneceſlary. 

The Objections that have been made by ſuch 
Perſons as refuſe their Aſſiſtance in bringing 


to Puniſhment Prophane and Immoral Perſons, ' 


by the Magiſtrates Execution of the Laws 
made againſt them, are chiefly ſuch as follow. 

Firſt, That they ſhall get the Name of Infer- 
mers by ſo doing, which is thought ſcandalous 
and refproachful by many People. To this I beg 


leave to reply, that they don't think the Name 


reproachful when their worldly Intereſt is con- 
cerned. He who informs of Theft or Robber 

is thought well of: And 'tis eſteem'd no Diſ- 
grace to be an Informer and Proſecutor in 
ſuch Matters. And is there the leaſt reaſon that 
it ſhould be thought ſo where the Cauſe of 
Ged and Religion is concern'd ? Shall it be 
thought ſcandalous by any but profligate Per- 
ſons to inforin againſt, and proſecute thoſe who 


/ a Chriſtian Nation, that the Ob- 


honourable thing thus to appear in the be- 
half of God and Religion, by endeavouring 
to keep up the Honour due to both, promo- 
ting a moſt uſeful Reformation, and thereby 
preventing God's Judgments being execu 
ted on us. | * 
We ſhould indeed be glad if Men would be 
prevail'd with by the Methods of Argument 
and Perſwaſion to have a greater Veneration 
for Almighty God, and a juſter regard for his 
Laws. But ſince theſe Methods fail, we are 
thankful to the Civil Government for enforcin 
them by legal Penal: ies, that ſo they who will 
dot 
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© Dye be influenced by the Fear of 
Power, may by that of a Viſible 
we think our ſelves obliged to make uſe of 


the Means that ile Laws direct and the Ge- 
ppreſſiag af 


vernment countenanreh for tht 
Prophaneneſs and Ace ſince all Jaws are ue: 
leſs and infignificant if they be wy pnt by _ 

eudon; and how can they be executed, if th 
Bieaches of them be not infoem'd ant! 


Nay, we ſhould think our ſelves utterly inen- 


cuſable, as being falſe to oùr God, by ndgle&- 
ing his. Honour, and fiot doing dur Duty to 
our Cuntry, if we did not endeavour the Ex- 


ecütich of thoſe Lars which are made to put 
o theſe Practices, which tend to ruine it. 
But ti hid by Come, That the World is ſo 


a ſtop, to theſe Pract 


bad, and evil Men ſo reſolute, that there is lit- 
tle Hope to do much good this way. Men may 
make a Diſturbance among their Neighbours, 
and get their i Will, and perhaps meet with 
ill Treatment, bu: the World is not like to be 
very mich mended by any of theſe Methods. 

This js indeed hs en like thoſe who:do not 
ff Pee World is mended or not, but 
whoſe Principle it is, to let it go as it will. 
Büt it becomes us to enquire, whether to be 
thus unconcern d about our great Maſter's Will 
and Honour, bs to act like a Chriſtian, who 
is de be the, Light of the World, and the Salt 
of the Earth, and. to go about doing Goo I. We 
muſt indeed xp to-mect with ſome Oppo": 
Gifion, birt our Lord himſelf bore the Contra- 
diction of Siimers, and we need not think it 
hard to ſüölfer what he himſeſf was pleaſed to 


Ne We wronght on by theſe Endeayours of 
ours, Tie preſent Shame and Buniſhmeut is ver) 
apt toraife. in them ſerious Thowglits, and to 
bring them to Conſideration, as we know it has 
done to fia) ſince theſe Methods have been 
uſed, And ſuppoſing that inan) of the Perſons 
Fe inform,agaiiſt are not really mended iu their 

carts, but do only out wardly abſtath from be: 
ing publickly prophane and Immoral, yet even 
b is means we do Honour to our Profeſſion, 


y. ſhewing how much it. difcountenances ſuch 

ractices ; and we keep Men from publickly 

ihonouring it, who do as it were bid an o- 
FD Defidnce to God and his Laws, an] we may 
FPrevent. National, Judgments. It 125 great 
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vice to Religion to Suppreſs p 


1 We have great realon to thipk, chat - 
en 


[EDN | 


an. Jovi We may indeed be fomewh at injured in on 
* A wh 


ridly Bufineſs; but ſhall we prefer a ſmar 
Temporal Intereft to the Honour. of Godll 


Shallwe'be N to ſee Religion abus d, 
his e teſted, and hig AA vs diſregarded, 


for f loſing ſome li poral Ga in b 
it? To ſet ſuch a Value on the things of this Life 


ay be Worldly, Prydeyge 3 But where is ot 
Sui y all the bende, hen Genes | 
not only to leave Houſes any andgput to be 
content to lay down dur Lives for the ſike of 
Chriſt and his Goſpel 2 which thoſe are hot ve- 
ry likely to do, who can contentedly hear the 
Name of God Blaſphem'd, and not take the 
leaſt notice of it; and fee his Laws broken, 
Wichdut being ſo neh edncern'd\33'to_ldform 
Z 

But tis objected fatther, That to theddle in 
theſe things, and to endeavour a Reformation of 
Manners, is what does not belong to us, and is 
therefore Pragmaticalneſs in us | 

What times do we live inl when tis thought 
to be acting the buſie · body ta meddle in that 
which ouglüt to be the desxeéſt to us of ll 
things in the World, 'viz, the cauſe of G! 
and Religion. Are we not yet ſenſible of the 
great Miſchief that is done, and of the hor- 
rid and notorious Scatidals which are, brought 
on our molt, Holy Proſpſſten by that Impięty 
which is ſo yeneral Smnohgſt ' 
yet coiivinced of the eminent 


1 Re we nol 
Janger we are 
in by our ihany Provocations 6f the Mot Hight 
If we were, we ſhould not ſurely think it 
pragmatical to endeavour to put a ſtoß to the 
Current of Vice ad Prophaneneſs, which 
Fives ſo much Scandal, and brings us into ſo. 
much. danger. We ſhould then think i as much 
Pragmaticalneſs to endeavour to quench a ra- 
ging Fire, or put a ſtop to the Infection of 
foine contagious Diſteinper. The Honour of 
God is what as Men and as Chrictians we are 
bound to maintain, We cagnot, whey that is. 
concera d, remain indifferent, and keep our In- 
nocence at the ſame time. We mut not then 
be ideen from doing our Duty on the ac- 
count of being thought fer ward and butie. © 
Tis. a good Obſcryation. of one, That that 
Man has his Religion hanging very looſe about 
him that will be rallied and j "tree. þ out of it. 
The laſt Objection that I've met with, that 
by puniſbing thoſe who frequent Public Houſe: 
at Unlawful Times, and ſuppreſſing Diſorderly 


ouſes, 


- 
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Houſes, the Queen . Revenue will be leſſened, is 
ſcarce worth anſwering, ſince beſides that tis 
an Affront to her Majeſty to ſay, That ſhe 
would have her Revenues encreaſed by the Sins 
of her People, tis certain, that the Multitude 
of Ale- Houſes impoveriſhes many more than 
it enriches May net the Encreaſe of our 
Poor be in ſome meaſure aſcribed to the En- 
creafe of Ale-Hoeuſes within theſe few Years ? 


And whe will deny, that where the Subjects of. 


a Kingdom are Poor, there the Revenues will 
not be great. | 
On the whole, I would beg all who read 
this Paper to conſider, whether as the Sworn 
Servants of God they are not obliged to vindi- 
cate his Honour ; whether they ought not as 
Chriſtians to endeavour the Salvation of all 
Men; and whether as Subjects of the State in 
which they live, they are not obliged to obey 
its Injunct ions. And then to reflect, whether 


by refuſing to appear in the Cauſe of God and 


Religion, and to act as if we had no Concern 
on us for our Brethren, and to excuſe our ſelves 
from putting in Execution the Laws which are 
made to ſecure that reſpe& which we ought to 
pay to God and his Laws, be not to renounce 
theſe Obligations, and to act contrary to them. 
If it be, you are ſurely to be blamed, and not 
they who take care to att anſwerable to thoſe 


Obligations which they are under. The truth 


en't is, we have been generally ſcandalouſly 
remiſs and negligent in this Matter. Had but 
the Profeſſors of Religion expreſſcd the ſame 
Zeal and Concern, and been as forward to ap- 
pear for it, as the Enemies of it have been to ap- 
pear againſt it, I dare fay, Vice and Impiety had 
net riſen to ſuch an height, God be thanked 
we have the Laws of the Land on our (ide, 
and have now Societies of Perſons in moſt Parts 
of the Nation, who have ſhown the World 
a Zeal in promoting the Execution of them, 


See the Arch Biſbop of Canterbury's late Circular Letter, with the concurring Letters of all the 
Biſhops of that Province, for Perſons frequently Meeting and Uniting in the Work of Reformation, 


we generally but as much Conrage in thoſe 
things which concern God and Religion, as in 
thoſe which concern our ſelves, we ſhould not 
ſee ſo many appear ſo publickly againſt them, 
and might ſtill hope to ſee happy Days. But 
indeed tis a certain ſign of the greatneſs of our 
Degeneracy and Corruption, when ſo great a 
Clamour is rais'd againſt the Artemprs of a Re- 
formation of theſe Enormities, and no more are: 
willing to join in them. Religion has been treat- 
ed as her Maſter was, in being crucified be- 
tween her open Enemies and her falſe Friends, 
But I hope, for the time to come, the Friends of 
Piety and Gooaneſs will have a little more Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, ſo as not to be afraid to 
appear againſt thoſe who bid Defiance to them, 
by breaking through the Bounds of all that's 
Sacred, Civil, and Decent ; that the Miniſters: 
of the Goſpel will put Men, and eſpecially ſuch 
as have Oaths and Truſts upon them in theſe 
Matters, in mind of their Duty herein. For to 
be aſhamed in this Czſe is highly Criminal and 
indecent. To permit the Name of GOD, Whom 
we are bound by the molt ſacred Ties to treat 
with the utmoſt Honour and Reſpett, to be vi- 


lifted and prophaned, is at once to Reprozch the 


Publick and our ſelves. 'Tis an odious Scandal; 
to Chriſtianity, and what cauſes the Revilings 
of its Enemies,to permit God's Laws not only. 


to be neglected, but to be openly affronted, 
when 'tis eaſily in our Power to prevent. And 


we bring great Odium on our ſelves to refuſe 
to appear, xhen there is Occafion,on the behalf. 
of what we profeſs the greateſt regard for. 


May we all then be inſpired with ſuch a 
Zeal for the Honour of God and Religion, 
and the Salvation of others, as to take all Op- 
portunit ies to advance them, that thoſe Judg- 
ments may not fall upon us which are threat- 
ned to be inflicted on a People Encouraging and 


and have had therein great Succeſs ; and had Practiſing Impiety. 


and for their Obligation to give Informations to Magiſtrates of the Breaches of ihe Laws againſt 


Prophaneneſs and Immorality, pag. 4, 6. And the Account of the Societies for Reformation of Man- 


ners in England and. Ireland, p. 13, 14, 15, 16, 58, 59. 


A Help to a National Reformation. Printed for the Eaſe of Magiſtrates, Miniiters, c. 
An Account of the Progreſs of the Reformation of Manners in England, Scotland, and Ire 


land, and other parts of Eurepe 


and America. To which is added the Special Ocligations of 
Magiſtrates to be diligent in the Execution of the Laus againit Prophaneneſs and Vice. Trauſla- 


ted into the Latin, French, and Dutch Leanguages. The Thirteenth Edition. 
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